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time of woe and trouble due to the jealousy of an
angry woman. The king was growing old and
wished to hand over the cares of government to
Rama. Indeed he began to make preparations for
doing so when he was arrested by the anger of one
of his wives, the mother of Prince Bharata, who him-
self had no desire to live in enmity with his beloved
brother Rama, the idol of the city.

The king endeavoured to appease the jealousy of
the offended queen, but she demanded that Rama
should be banished to the forests for a period of
fourteen years while her own son Bharata should be
made ruler in place of his father. The old king was
so much under her influence that he was forced to
consent, and then to his further grief he was told that
Rama, with true greatness of soul, had undertaken to
go into voluntary exile in order that the peace of
the happy city might be preserved.

The people of Ayodhya were filled with grief
when they heard the news, but they were powerless
in the matter, and Rama made his preparations
without further delay. He tried to persuade his
wife to remain behind, but with a gentle smile she
asked proudly:

" What are the terrors of the forest to me, what
are the privations of exile, so long as we are together ? "

And when she saw that Rama was unwilling to
place such a burden upon her, she burst into tears,
threw herself into his arms, and finally persuaded her
husband to let her share his exile. Then, the laughing
Lakshmana too came forward and offered to go
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